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MONTANANS VIE

FOR STARTING QUARTERBACK JOB AT UM

by
Bob Rosenthal
UM Sports Information Director
(This is the second in a five-part series on University of MOntana football prospects
for 1977.)
The competition between Mike Rohan and Tim Kerr goes back to 1972 when they were high
school juniors and Kerr led his Missoula Sentinel Spartans over Rohan's Great Falls High
Bison in the state AA championship game.
sidelines, out with an injury.

Roban, however, watched that game from the

Kerr won all-state honors at quarterback that season.

The next year, a healthy Rohan turned the tables on Kerr, leading the Bison over the
Spartans and earning all-state honors.
The competition resumes this fall and both are juniors once again, but the setting
has moved to the college campus.
Oh yes, there's one other item.

They are teammates.

Mike Roban and Tim Kerr are the leading candidates for the starting quarterback
assignment at the University of Montana.

Both have the ability and qualifications.

And both are hungry for the job.
Rohan (6-2, 195) has been plagued with a series of injuries since joining the Grizzly
program after leaving the Naval Academy in the spring of 1976.

Healthy now and slimmed

down from 215 pounds, Rohan returns for his second season at UM, having been a part-time
starter last season.
Kerr (5-10, 175), a walk-on candidate this past spring, led the Grizzlies to a 24-11
win over the alumni in the annual varsity-alumni game May 8.
- more -

To say he was impressive
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is an understatement.

He proved to be an adept passer and an effective field general,

earning himself a full athletic grant-in-aid from the football coaching staff.
A third signal caller, sophomore Pat Sullivan (5-11, 175) from Butte, completes the
"Montana Triangle."

Sullivan continues to improve at quarterback.

The Grizzlies lost four quality running backs to graduation.
Del Spear, Rich Jordan and Mike Mickey accounted for 1,618 yards.

Paul Fiskness,
However, redshirt

Doug Egbert (6-0, 175) and junior college transfer Monty Bullerdick (5-10, 180} are very
capable replacements at tailback.
Junior Grant Kleckner (6-0, 195} from Great Falls has switched from tight end to
fullback and is the steadiest of the running backs.
good speed and is an aggressive blocker.

Sophomore Greg Bitar (6-0, 185} has

He'll see playing time.

Sophomore Wayne Harper of Livingston was also a candidate for a starting job in the
Grizzly backfield, but a motorcycle injury this summer has put him out of commission for
the 1977 season.
The Grizzlies will use a multiple offense featuring drop-back and play-action
passing.

Several sure handed people will be on the receiving end.

Senior Randy Ogden (6-0, 185} returns to his flanker position.

The three-year

letterman will be joined by an exciting newcomer and two sophomores.
Junior college transfer Vern Kelly (6-0, 170) from Los Angeles is a fleet-footed,
flashy pass receiver.

The Griz will need him to replace UM's finest single season

receiver Paul Cooley, lost to graduation.

Cooley snared 33 passes last season.

Sophomores Joe Gelakoska (6-2, 190) and Jim Brant (6-0, 175) of Missoula are
talented receivers, sure to play key roles on offense.
Aerials will be abundant in 1977.
Replacing key people who have graduated won't be an easy chore for head coach
Gene Carlson, but he's pleased with the potential in his backfield.
- more -
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" It'll be very difficult to replace some of our graduated seniors," Carlson said,
"but I think we have capable replacements who can do as well, if not better."
"We have two quality quarterbacks.

Both are better than any quarterback we've had

in the four years I've been at Montana."
"We have great potential in the backfield also.

Sure, Egbert and Bullerdick have a

long way to go before they perform like Del Spear did, but I wouldn't be surprised if
they do."
"Paul Cooley caught 33 passes for us last season, but we have four guys who can catch
25-35 passes."
While Carlson is counting on major contributions from those individuals, he knows
that a few others will also play important roles.
Two junior receivers will add depth to the passing game, Missoula's Jeff Howard and
letterman Rick Muse from Opheim.
Three big, strong freshmen quarterbacks will be learning the ropes for future use.
They are Rocky Klever from Anchorage, Cary Schmeckpeper from Buhl, Idaho and Nick
Cava ligos

from Chicago.

Klever, incidentally, was named most valuable player in the

Alaska high school all-star game recently.
Several freshmen could see some time in the backfield.

New faces include running

backs Darrell Bell from Federal Way, Washington; Pat Bitler from North Tahoe, California;
Robin Fritz from Sidney and Vince Hunter from Kalispell.
Freshmen receivers include Bill Dolan from East Helena and Bill Lane from Englewood,
Colorado.
The defensive line is the subject of the next installment in this series.
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